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  Central Nova Animal Hospital

29 Main Street, Truro, NS    B2N 4G5

Phone: (902) 893-4331
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Surgery Information Sheet

· Pets need to be fasted for 8 hours. Give no food or water after midnight the night before surgery.

· Please drop off your pet between 8:00 - 8:30 AM. Leave yourself enough time to review and sign the admission paperwork.

· Call after 1:00pm to see how your pet is doing and when they can be discharged. Most routine surgeries can go home after 3pm. 

· We do surgeries Monday-Friday. We are open until 8pm Mon.-Thurs. & open until 5pm on Friday.

· Please ensure you leave a contact phone number.

· Payment is due when your pet is discharged. Payments can be made to cover the total bill before the scheduled surgery for those who prefer to make payments.
Pre-Anesthetic Blood Testing

You will be asked if you are interested in this test the morning of your pet's surgery. The basic test for young dogs checks to ensure that on this day your pet:  

· has enough white blood cells to fight infection

· is not anemic

· has platelets to clot

· has good kidney function

The more detailed panel is recommended for older dogs, this looks at internal organ function in more detail.

Abnormalities may mean it would be prudent to delay surgery. While our pets may always seem healthy, these things fluctuate. This test evaluates if your pet is up to surgery today.

If you have a cat you may want to consider testing instead (or also) for Feline Leukemia virus and Feline Immunodeficiency Virus.  These are fatal infectious diseases carried by many stray cats.
Pre-Surgical Exam

When your pet is admitted, he/she will be weighed and examined by a veterinarian. Then a sedative will be given to relax them until it is time for their surgery.

Post-surgical Care

· Most animals post-surgically are tired and need to rest for 24-48 hours. Cats should be kept indoors and dogs on restricted exercise for 1-2 weeks.

· The anaesthetic can leave them a bit nauseous, so small meals are advised.

· Analgesics (pain-medication) are given during surgery. If the veterinarian feels that extra medication is warranted, you will be advised. If you find your pet is painful, please call.

· Generally, the incision is more itchy than painful. Mild swelling and redness is normal. For most surgeries the stitches are not visible and will dissolve.
Special Notes for Cat Declaws

· Declaws must stay overnight.

· The feet will be tender for 1-2 weeks. All cats are kept on pain medication for 4 days. With older cats and heavy cats, extra pain medication may be required and can be dispensed at your request.

· Use non-gritty litter such as Yesterday's News, or shredded paper for 2 weeks.
If you are concerned about your pet please call. There is no charge for a post-surgical recheck.

Pricing

The price of routine surgeries such as spays and neuters will include a pre-anesthetic examination, gas anaesthesia, anaesthetic monitoring, nursing care, injectable penicillin and/or pain medication given and suture removal if necessary. To accommodate working schedules, a free night stay is available if needed. The regular price for a dog spay is based on an immature female less than one year of age. A surcharge is applied to all older females due to the increased difficulty and time involved. Some other things which may affect the price of surgery are: 




        * A female that is in heat or pregnant 

           


        * Retained testicles in males

                 

        * Umbilical hernias

Preanesthetic bloodwork is an extra charge. 

A free nail trim is offered with all anaesthetics or surgeries.

 Please consider if your pet requires any additional attention such as 

   *  Vaccination

   *  Advantage or Revolution flea treatment 

   *  Wart or lump removal 

   *  Dental treatment 

             - extraction of retained baby teeth 

             - hand-scaling of tartar / flouride treatment

- full dental prophylaxis

* Micro-chip implant 

For quotations, questions or concerns about any of the above, please phone 

902-893-4331
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